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in quality and quantity these ores are thought to exceed any
other ores of the same kind, including the great American
occurrences of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan."1 This
iron ore range rises to heights of 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the
sea-level, and runs almost continuously for 40 miles.
India becomes an Exporter of Pig-iron
The epoch-making discovery of the 'Iron Belt' in 1905 led
to the formation of two more big companies in the next fifteen
years for the manufacture of iron and steel on a large scale.
These are the Tata Iron and Steel Company (1907) and the
Indian Iron and Steel Company (1918). As a result of the
operations of these firms, India has become in recent years
the seat of a considerable Iron Industry, and also a large
exporter of pig-iron. In the three years, 1927-28, 1928-29,
and 1929-30, the output of pig-iron in India amounted to
1,162,000, 1,050,000 and 1,376,000 tons respectively, while
the corresponding figures for the exports were 393,000, 449,000
and 569,000 tons. In the last year of the series, i.e. 1929-30,
the shipments of Indian pig-iron were as follows: Japan
350,000 tons, U.S.A. 86,000 tons, the United Kingdom
71,300 tons, Germany 14,700 tons, Italy 11,800 tons, China
13,100 tons, and the Argentine Republic 8,000 tons.3 It is,
therefore, clear that the manufacture of pig-iron in India,
regarded as a separate industry complete by itself, has reached
a high state of efficiency and compares very favourably with
the corresponding manufacture in the oldest and most successful
iron-producing countries of the world.
3. THE  BEGINNINGS   OF  STEEL  PRODUCTION   IN   INDIA
The Army Department of the Government of India set up a
metal and steel factory at Ishapore near Calcutta in 1892 and
.x Report on the Mineral Resources of India for a Domestic Steel Industry,
by Dr. C. S. Fox. (Report of the Indian Tariff Board regarding the grant of
protection to the Steel Industry, 1924, pp. 91 et seq.)
3 Review of the Trade of India, 1929-30, pp. 34, 115, 116.